REVISED AND FINAL VERSION OF THE dCCF PRINCIPLES
(previously termed the Los Angeles Principles)

THE DCCF PRINCIPLES ON MUSEUMS, LIBRARIES AND ARCHIVES, AND
DIGITAL CULTURAL CONTENT
INTRODUCTION

T

HE DIGITAL CULTURAL CONTENT FORUM is an international partnership
dedicated to the promotion of digital library and museum content for
education and learning. The Forum was established in 2001 as a means of
international information exchange. Its objectives include fostering relationships,
developing shared knowledge and undertaking activities to promote creativity,
innovation and excellence in the digital cultural content sector. The Forum has
been supported by the Canadian Heritage Information Network, the Institute of
Museum and Library Studies and the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council
and has engaged participants from 17 countries around the world and
international agencies such as EU and UNESCO.

In all its work the Forum wishes to:


Work in an international context with agencies that share similar missions, to
share experience and knowledge and to present integrated results;



Mutually develop a global, trans-disciplinary vision that crosses information
domains and promotes the role of cultural institutions in education and learning;



Define common research needs and strategies and create a framework for
collaboration;



Champion the needs of users and potential users of digital cultural information
worldwide based on an understanding of their expectations and behaviours;



Promote cognitive research that will underpin the education and learning goals of
museums, libraries and archives worldwide;



Promote the use of standards and best practice for the creation, presentation,
management, use, preservation, and interoperability of high quality, trusted digital
content;



Encourage the dissemination of research results to each participant’s
communities;



Avoid duplication of work being done by other international organisations.
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE dCCF PRINCIPLES

A

t the Forum’s meeting in Los Angeles in February 2006 the twenty-five participants
from across the globe recognized the need to identify shared principles that could
serve to shape future DCCF programs and define expected outcomes of meetings. As a
result a set of principles was developed following the meeting and a preliminary draft
circulated for comment from all attendees.
At the 2007 meeting of the DCCF, held in Montreal in late April, the participants
considered again the draft dCCF Principles and approved them subject to some
revisions in the light of their discussions.
THE PRINCIPLES
he Digital Cultural Content Forum urges wide recognition of the vital importance of
museums, libraries and archives within the emerging knowledge society and their
central role in supporting learning and education for everyone at every stage of their
lives. Museums, libraries, archives and other collecting institutions are essential
knowledge repositories as well as developers of the raw materials of future knowledge.
These institutions therefore have a social responsibility to create maximum access to
their knowledge resources.

T

The Forum recognizes this responsibility through the following seven principles:

1.

ACCESSIBILITY: Content holders must make a strong commitment to making
their collections and skills available as widely and as easily as possible to support
learning and creativity;

2.

COLLABORATION: Content holders should work together to provide integrated
access to their collections through partnerships with other cultural heritage
institutions, with media channels and other education and learning institutions to
maximise use and reuse of their knowledge resources and to provide maximum
value for users;

3.

INTEROPERABILITY: Content holders should support and deploy architectures,
protocols and standards to ensure that their digital content interoperates with other
services and collections. Architectures must be sufficiently flexible to accommodate
digital content from a variety of sources (including different types of cultural heritage
organizations, individuals and communities), and should provide seamless access
for end users while preserving provenance information for documentation purposes;

4.

SHARING EXPERIENCE: Demonstrations of collaborations and partnerships
should be developed within countries and internationally in order to make explicit the
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public value and social impacts of the knowledge resources embodied in museums,
libraries and archives; best practices and lessons learned should be widely
disseminated to advance the state of the art and promote continued development;
5.

SUSTAINABILITY: New models of business sustainability should be developed
and tested, including the development of metrics for social impacts.

6.

FOCUS ON THE USER: Content holders must consider carefully at all times the
needs and abilities of the widest range of current and potential users in the design
and exploitation of systems. As far as possible, digitised resources should be
presented in a range of contexts and services, actively engaging with social
networking and enabling users to contribute their expertise.

7.

VALUING INSTITUTIONS’ HUMAN CAPITAL: Content holders must recognise
that the skills and energy of their staff and the organisational culture are
fundamental components in the successful creation and deployment of digital
cultural content
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